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INTRODUCTION 

This 'is the ALpha Micro Software Notes, a pubLication designed to give 
technicaL software information to our OEM/deaLer network. PLease address 
aLL ,inquiries or suggestions concerning this newsLetter to: 

Editor, ALpha Micro Software Notes 
P.O. Box 18347 

Irvine, CA 92713 

NOTE: Because of our attention to the 4.5 and 4.5~ reLeases, tper,e was no 
May issue of the Software Notes. 

First of aLL, we~d 
dealers at Nec. 
offered in person, 
in the convention. 

like to say how much we enjoyed seeing mahy of our 
We appreciate the comments and suggestions our dealers 

and feeL our company benefits greatly from participating 

This month's Software Notes is short and probabLy could have been combined 
with next month's. However, there are a few items' we felt we shouLd caLL to 
your attention promptly. First is a note concerning our System Disk 
copyright labeLs. Secondly, we aLert you to added materiaL in the AMOS 
Monitor CaLLs Manual, a correction in the AMOS 4.5 Software Update 
Documentation Packet, and a correction in Change Page Packet #1 for the 
"AlphaPascal User's Manual". Next, we provide a patch to the DSKANA 
program in the SOFTWARE CHANGE NOTICES section. FinaLly, those of you who 
have sent in Software Performance Reports (SPR) since the last ,release will 
be ; interested in the RESOLVED SOFTWARE PERFORMANCE REPORTS section. We 
hav~ listed aLL SPRs, by SPR number, that have been resoLved if or the 4.5 
reLease. You wiLL soon receive a foLlow-up letter detailing how the SPR you 
sent in was resolved. 

SPECIAL NOTE 
, . 

In the past, you may have noticed that copyright LabeLs for the 'AMOS system 
are included in VoLume 1 of the ALpha Micro Software Documentation Library. 
It is extremeLy important that you pLace these LabeLs on aLL'cqpies of the 
AM~ SyStem Disk that you generate. Also, please inform your dnd users that 
thdy should put these Labels on their copies of the System Disk.', ; 

< 

DOCUMENTATION ADJUSTMENTS 

Th~ Mon~tor Calls ManuaL 

In ithe recent rewrite of the AMOS Monitor CalLs Manual (DWM-00100-42), we 
introduced PCALL and AMOS in Chapter 10. Change pages concer~ing these 
ca~Ls w~Ll be availabLe shortLy, but we want you to have the ;foLLowing 
additionaL information now: 

You cannot use the PCALL or AMOS monitor caLL to execute a or~gram 
if'that program Loc~tes its stack area in the user oartition. ' For 
exampLe, using PCALL or AMOS to invoke AlphaVUE does not work 

I 'be~ause VUE sets up a stack in the user partition, which ~ipe~ out 
information stored by either monitor call. 
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The AMOS 4.5 Sbftware Update Documentation 
, t 

Some of YOUlh~V~ already received or will soon receive the AMOS 4.5 Soft~arF 
Update Document9tion Packet. We wish to point out that our printers mad, ar 
error in co~ lation. Near the elld of the "System Operator's Informatl,on" 
section are "two documents: Using the Magnetic Tape Utility Programsjand 
The Magnetic Jape File Backup Programs. The pages of these two docum~ts 
are out of order. To correct the error, simply look at the document tl~le 
and the page nu~ber at the top of each page to determine how the :two 
documents sho~l~ be collated. 

[ 

Change Page' P~cket #1 for the "AlphaPASCAL User's Manual" 
, \ 

Two change b~r$ appear' on page' 5-3 of this change page packet. Each 6f;the 
marked l ine's ~hould contain a period alone on the line. Because ot a 
printing arrbr~ these dots did not appear in the printed copies of~the 
change pag~ packet. However, they are VERY important, so please draw ~hem 
in. REMEMBER: Every AlphaPASCAL mo~file must end with a period, even 
though it cannot end with the END keyword. --

SOFTWARE CHANGE NOTICES 

This month ;we have a patch to the 4.5 DSKANA program and the usual Ratch 
that updates. the monitor version number. 

I 
DSKANA j 1 

When you ispecify a switch at the end of the DSKANA command line, incorrect 
entry of the -sl:ash or any extra characters after the specification of tl:le 
device to: 6e; analyzed causes the program to enter an endless loop, 
suspending the iob. The following patch prevents this endless loop. 

J .' 

.DIR/H DS~ANA [RET) 
DSKANA PRG 9 737-727-232-054 DSKO:[1,4J 
• DDT DSKAf"iA @ill 

PROGRAM1BASE IS xxxxxx 
PROGRAM'SlZE IS 10526 
,S-"'b 
4-5-5-6i 
15721 
1574/ : 
1576/ 
1602/ 
AC 

. 

; SMPB @R2,#S7 
BNE 1600 
CALL 7776 
NEG @117(SP) 
BHE 1566 

.DIR MEM:DSKANA/H (RET) 
DSKANA PRG 4438 
.SAVE DSKANA.PRG QOCb 

ERASE; DSKANA.PRG, 
~ 

CALL PC,7776.l-
117. 
BEQ 1602~ 
JMP 136.j. 
o 

046-372-325-456 

SAVE DS·KANA.PRG 

MEM: 
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SYSTE~.MON 

Thi~ ~atch updates the version of your monitor, indicating th~t 'you have . 
performed the OSKANA patch shown above. \ 

I 

Whene~er you use the SYSTAT or SYSTEM command, you see a line showing your 
current monitor version. If you are now running on AMOS Version 4.5, the 
line should show version 4.5. The following patch changes this nne to show 
4.5(1), indicating that you have implemented the patch in this issue of 
Software Notes. That means you should not enter this patch until you have 
enter~d the previous patch. This patch does not affect the operafion of the 
monit9Q it just gives you a quick way to s~e if all patches I have been 
implemented. , 

I t 
If ~his patch is used with 
will :not show up. We 
imple~eAting any patches. 

a version previous to the 4.5 monitor~ the 
assume you will update to AMOS versio14.5 

change 
before 

The patch is as follows: 

• LOG SYS: (RET) 

logged into SYS: 
.OOT SYSTEM.MON (RET) - '. 

PRQGRAM BASE IS xxxxx 
PROGRAM SIZE IS 34174 

12/ LCC 5 
14/ 0 

.SAVE SYSTEM.MON [RET) 
7D~L SYSTEM.MON (RET) 

24065~ 

24~ 

RESOLVED SOFTWARE PERFORMANCE REPORTS 

FoLLowing is a list of the programs that we changed for reLea~e 4~5 as a 
res)uLt . of SPRs sent in. We aLso include the SPR numbers, so~thatl those of 
you who: sent in the SPRs can update your own fiLes. 

210DVR.DVR 

SPRs: 2~23, 4322, 2458 . 
APPEND ~ 

SPRs: 2035, 2147, 2543 
I , , ' 

ALphaBA~IC V4.5 (BASIC,COMPIL,RUN,RUNSML) 
". 

SP~s: e426, 2539, 2354, 2428, 2548, 1584, 2087, 2146, 2178" 2501, 
2167, 1663, 1609, 1546, 1847, 1778, 1776, 2327, 1007, a291, 2504, 
2049; 3772, 2387, 2296, 1882, 1970, 2148, 1746, 1501, 1171, 1115, 
1914, 4923, 1750, 2290, 1769, 2375, 3596, 2604, 4410, 4324, 2502, 
1807, 4~39, 2850 

2385, 
2441, 
2530, 
1121, 
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CRT410 

SPR: 2523 

DSKANA 

, , . 
J ! 

SPRs: 2020,;2030, 2349, 2452, 2405, 5510 

DSKCPY 

SPRs: 1977,.3178, 3324, 2150, 2224, 2440, 2447, 2550 

DSKPAK 

SPRs: 2069,i 4373 , , 

GLOBAL 

SPR: 2022 

MACRO 
I • • SPRs: 1637, 201~, 1474 

MAP 

SPR: 2413 

PLINK 

SPR: 2372 

PRINT 

SPRs: 5500, 5503 

. SAVE 

SPRs: 2230~ 17~2 
1 

SLEEP 

SPR: 5505 

SPOOL.SBR 

SPRs: 1595t, 21 en 

TAPE 
I 
t 

SPR: 2298 ~ 

TXTFMT 

SPRs: 2312, 23~8, 2373, 2454, 2455, 2456, 2457, 2477, 2478 

" I 
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