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[571 ABSTRACT

A programmable logic array (100) includes a set of
input terms which are programmably coupled to a first
set of AND gates (102-1) through 102-66). The output
signals from the first set of AND gates are programam-
bly electrically connected to a second set of AND gates
(104-1 through 104-66). The second set of programma-
ble AND gates enhances flexibility of design and per-
mits product terms with a larger number of factors to be
generated. The output leads from the second set of
AND gates are programmably electrically coupled to a
first set of OR gates (106-1 through 106-22) which in
turn are programably electrically coupled to a second
array of OR gate logic (108-1 through 108-10). This also
permits greater design flexibility. The output terms
from the second set of OR gate logic can then be used
to generate the output signals from the programmable
logic array (100). In addition, a bus (110) is programma-
bly electrically coupled to each of the output signals
from the second OR logic array and the output signals
(O through O1g) of the PLA. Because of this, different
output terms can be routed to different output pins thus
permitting the designer to select his pin out indepen-
dently of the availability of gate within specific parts of
the array.

29 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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PROGRAMMABLE LOGIC ARRAY WITH ADDED
ARRAY OF GATES AND, ADDED OUTPUT
ROUTING FLEXIBILITY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to the field of digital integrated
circuits and more specifically to the field of program-
mable logic array (PLA) integrated circuits.

Programmable logic array circuits such as the circuits
described in the “PAL Programmable Array Logic
Handbook™ published by Monolithic Memories, Inc., in
1983 are well known in the art. (PAL is a registered
trademark of Monolithic Memories, Inc., the Assignee
of this application.) FIG. 1 illustrates a simple PLA
circuit 10. Included in circuit 10 are four input terminals
Ipthrough I3, each of which is coupled to the input lead
of a buffer B0 through B3, respectively. Each buffer has
an inverting output lead and a noninverting output lead.
For example, buffer BO has an output lead 12a which
provides a signal ISO, which is the inverse of the signal
present on terminal Io. Similarly, buffer B0 has an out-
put lead 12b, which provides a signal IS0, which is
equal to the signal present at terminal Ip. Each of the
output signals from buffers B0 to B3 is presented as an
input signal to an AND gate 14a. AND gate 144 is an
8-input AND gate, and each of the output leads of buff-
ers B0 to B3 is uniquely coupled to a single input lead of
AND gate 14a. Thus, FIG. 2a illustrates the eight input
leads to AND gate 14a. FIG. 2b illustrates AND gate
144 using the more conventional notation. In addition,
fifteen other AND gates 14b to 14p are also connected
to the output leads of buffers B0 through B3 in the same
manner as AND gate 14a. Thus, each of AND gates 14a
to 14p is coupled to all eight output leads of buffers B0
to B3. However, a purchaser of a PLA circuit has the
option of severing the connection between a given
buffer output lead and a given AND gate 14a to 14p. In
some prior art circuits, this is done by opening a fuse
similar to the fuses employed in programmable read
only memories. In other prior art circuits this is done
during the manufacturing process of the circuit. Re-
gardless of how such connections are severed, the user
can cause each AND gate 14a through 14p to provide a
unique output signal dependent on a particular set of
input signals. The output signals from AND gates 14a
through 14p are sometimes referred to as the “product
terms”. (As used herein the expression “product term”
means the logical product resulting from a logical AND
operation on a plurality of input signals, e.g., SIG-
NAL;-SIGNAL,, while the expression “sum term”
means the logical sum, resulting from a logical OR
operation performed on a plurality of input signals, e.g.,
SIGNAL|+SIGNAL;.)

Also, as can be seen in FIG. 1, a first OR gate 16a
includes four input leads coupled to the output leads of
AND gates 14m, 14n, 140 and 14p. OR gate 16a gener-
ates an output signal on an output lead Op therefrom.
Similarly, an OR gate 165 receives output signals from
AND gates 14i, 14/, 144, and 14/ and generates an out-
put signal on a lead Oy therefrom. In this way, program-
mable circuit 10 provides desired programmable Bool-
ean functions which can be used in a variety of applica-
tions. As used in this specification, a programmable
logic circuit which provides “desired programmable
Boolean functions” is one which can be programmed by
the system designer to provide any of 2 number of Bool-
ean functions required in a given system design. This
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semicustom circuit provides an inexpensive replace-
ment for a large number of logic circuits which would
otherwise be required. As is known in the art, different
generic types of PLA circuits include different numbers
of input terminals and different numbers of output ter-
minals.

Another type of PLA circuit is PLA 19 illustrated in
FIG. 3. The array of OR gates 20a through 20d of PLA
19 are electrically programmably coupled to the output
leads of AND gates 14a through 14p (i.e., the electrical
connection between an AND gate and an OR gate can
be severed). This is in contrast to PLA circuit 10 of
FIG. 1 in which the sources of input signals for OR
gates 16a through 164 are fixed and nonprogrammable.

However, PLA’s including OR gates with program-
mable inputs have a number of disadvantages, e.g., they
consume a large amount of surface area because of the
need to provide additional circuitry to program the OR
gate inputs. In addition, the presence of a large number
of input leads to an OR gate creates a large capacitance
which slows the OR gate.

SUMMARY

A programmable logic array is provided in which a
second programmable array of AND gates is provided
between a first array of AND gates and a first array of
OR gates. Each AND gate within the first array of
AND gates has an output lead programmably coupled
to an input lead of a number of AND gates (in one
embodiment, three AND gates) in the second array of
AND gates. The output leads from the second array of
AND gates are each programmably coupled to a set of
OR gates within the first array of OR gates.

In one embodiment of the invention, the AND gates
within the first array have a number of input leads, e.g.,
four, that can be programmably coupled to one of a
number of input signal buffer output leads. Because the
AND gates only have four input leads, they take up less
space than AND gates having a larger number of input
leads. In addition, in a CMOS implementation of the
present invention, AND gates with a smaller number of
input leads are faster than AND gates with a larger
number of input leads.

By providing the second array of AND gates, it is
possible to generate a product term of more than four
input signals, while preserving the advantage of small
AND gates. In addition, if it is desired to provide two
product terms with a number of common terms, a single
AND gate from the first array can be programmably
coupled to two AND gates from the second array, thus
using the first array of AND gates more economically.

The PLA of the present invention includes a first
array of OR gates and a second array of OR gates. The
OR gates within the first array of OR gates include a set
of input leads (in one embodiment, 3 input leads) each
input lead being programmably coupled to an output
lead from the second array of AND gates. The output
leads from the first array of OR gates are programmably
electrically coupled to the input leads of a number of
the OR gates within the second array of OR gates. The
OR gates within the second array of OR gates include a
set of input leads (in one embodiment, 4 input leads).
This provides the advantage of being able to generate
an output signal which equals the logical sum of 12
different signals without providing 12-input lead OR
gates. In addition, if it is desired to provide two sum
terms with a number of common terms, a single OR
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gate from the first array can be programmably coupled
to two OR gates from the second array, thus using the
first array of OR gates more economically.

In accordance with another feature of the present
invention, a bus including a plurality of lines is pro-
vided, each line being programmably electrically cou-
pled to the output leads from the second array of OR
gates, each line being programmably electrically cou-
pled to each output pin of the PLA circuit. This permits
greater flexibility in routing output signals to any output
pin and therefore also leads to more economical use of
the gates contained in the PLA. These and other advan-
tages of the invention are better understood with refer-
ence to the drawings below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a PLA constructed
in accordance with the prior art.

FIG. 2a is a schematic diagram of an AND gate using
the notation used in FIG. 1.

FIG. 2b is a schematic diagram of an AND gate illus-
trated in FIG. 2a using the more conventional notation.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a second PLA con-
structed in accordance with the prior art.

FIG. 4 illustrates the manner in which FIGS. 4a to 4¢
are to be arranged relative to one another.

FIG. 4a to 4f are a schematic diagram of a PLA
constructed in accordance with the present invention.

FIGS. 5a and 5b are schematic diagrams illustrating
the use of various gates within the PLA circuit of FIG.
4 to generate various signals.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 4, a PLA circuit 100 constructed in
accordance with the present invention includes several
novel features which increase ease of design (i.e., ease of
designing a larger system including PLA circuit 100
and determining the interconnections between the logic
gates within PLA circuit 100 to provide desired logic
functions), enhance flexibility, and permit a more eco-
nomical use of the gates provided in PLA 100. These
features include two levels of programmable AND
array logic and two levels of programmable OR array
logic using product and sum term sharing. Other fea-
tures of this invention include a four-bit bus 110 which
permits routing of output signals from the second pro-
grammable layer of OR gates to any output pin desired.

In one embodiment of the invention, PLA circuit 100
uses low power CMOS technology and is programmed
during the fabrication process of the array, as is done in
read only memories (ROMS). In other embodiments of
the invention, PLA circuit 100 is constructed using
other technologies and can be programmed by the pur-
chaser, e.g., by opening fuses as is done in programma-
ble read only memories, or by storing charge on floating
gates as is done in electrically programmable read only
memory (EPROM) technology. As can be seen in
FIGS. 44, 4e, and 4f, there are a plurality of boxes (e.g.,
box 112) interspersed throughout the schematic dia-
gram. These boxes symbolically indicate a programma-
ble electrical connection. Thus, between the output lead
from AND gate 102-1 and one of the input leads of
AND gate 104-1 is a programmable electrical connec-
tion that is either connected or disconnected in response
to end user requirements.

PLA circuit 100 includes a first array of AND gates
102-1 through 102-66, each AND gate having four input
leads. (Throughout the specification, reference is made
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4

to logic gates having a specific number of input leads.
However, it should be understood that these numbers
are merely exemplary, and other embodiments of the
invention use logic gates having other numbers of input
leads.)

Although some prior art PLA’s include AND gates
having a larger number of input leads, AND gates 102-1
through 102-66 are limited to four input leads. This is
because in a CMOS implementation AND gates with a
small number of input leads are smaller and faster than
AND gates with a large number of input leads. Each
input lead of AND gates 102-1 through 102-66 can be
programmably electrically coupled to one of a set of
lines L1 to L42. As can be seen in FIGS. 4a to 4¢, the
signals on some of lines L1 through 142 are generated
in response to the signals present at a set of input pins
INj through INjg as well as the signals present on out-
put pins O through O1¢. In this way, the customer can
determine the interconnections in PLA circuit 100 so
that the output signals at pins O1 through O as well as
the input signals at pins IN1through INpcan be used by
AND gates 102-1 through 102-66 to generate product
terms. As can also be seen in the schematic diagram of
FIG. 4a, the signal on line L41 is provided by an OR
gate 106-1 and the signal on line L42 is provided by an
OR gate 106-22. Lines 1.41 and 1.42 can be used to
generate signals equal to the logical product of more
than 12 signals. The signals on line L1 through L42 are
input signals to the logic array.

Each AND gate within AND gates 102-2 through
102-65 is programmably electrically coupled to an input
lead of three of AND gates 104-1 through 104-66.
(AND gates 102-1 and 102-66 are only programmably
electrically coupled to two AND gates within AND
gates 104-1 through 104-66). Thus, even though each
AND gate within AND gates 102-1 through 102-66 is
limited to four input signals, by providing a second
group of AND gates 104-1 through 104-66, product
terms including as many as 12 input signals can be gen-
erated. In addition, as will become apparent in light of
the teachings of this specification, product terms gener-
ated by a first AND gate, e.g., AND gate 102-7, can be
shared by a plurality of AND gates, e.g., AND gates
104-6, 104-7 and 104-8. This permits more economical
use of AND gates because a single product term will
not have to be generated twice. To understand why this
is so, assume it is desired to produce the following sig-
nals:

S104-
6=X1-X2-X3-X4.X5-X6-X7-X8-X9-X10-X11-X12

$104-7=X9.X10-X11.X12-X13-X14

where signals S104-6 and S104-7 are generated by AND
gates 104-6 and 104-7, respectively, as illustrated in
FIG. 5a. If signal S104-6 is the signal provided at the
output lead of AND gate 104-6, AND gates 102-5,
102-6, and 102-7 are all required to provide input signals
to AND gate 104-6. If AND gate 102-7 is used to pro-
vide a signal $102-7=X9-X10-X11-X12, signal §102-7 is
provided as an input signal to AND gates 104-6 and
104-7. It is seen that if the output signal from AND gate
102-7 could not be shared by AND gates 104-6 and
104-7, it would be impossible to generate signal S104-7
with AND gate 104-7 because AND gate 104-7 could
only be coupled to single 4-input AND gate 102-8.
Therefore, because of the unique sharing of the output
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signals from AND gates 102-1 through 102-66, it is now
possible to generate product terms that would other-
wise be impossible to generate using an array of 4-input
and 3-input AND gates.

Each AND gate within AND gates 104-1 through
104-66 is programmably electrically coupled to an OR
gate within OR gates 106-1 through 106-22. OR gates
106-3 through 106-20 are each programmably electri-
cally coupled to two programmable OR gate logic cir-
cuits within OR gate logic circuits 108-1 through
108-10. The output leads of OR gates 106-1 and 106-2
are only coupled to OR gate logic circuit 108-1, and OR
gates 106-21 and 106-22 are only coupled to OR gate
logic circuit 108-10. By coupling the output signals
from OR gates 106-3 through 106-20 to two different
OR gate logic circuits 108-1 through 108-10, flexibility
of design is enhanced. To understand how this is so,
assume it is desired to provide signals S108-1 and S108-2
at the output leads of OR gate logic circuits 108-1 and
108-2, respectively, as described below.

$108-1=(X1-X2-X3)+ (X4 X5)+ (X6-X7) -+ (X8-X9)

$108-2=(X1-X2:X3) + (X4-X5)+(X11-X12) + X13

FIG. 5b is a schematic diagram of gates within PLA
100 which can be programmably interconnected to
provide output signals S108-1 and S108-2. Referring to
Figure 5b, because the term (X1.X2.X3)+(X4-X5) is
shared between signals S108-1 and S108-2, it is only
necessary to generate this term once and programmably
connect this signal to two OR gates (114-1 and 114-2).
Because this term does not have to be generated twice,
the circuitry that would otherwise be consumed gener-
ating this term a second time (e.g., OR gate 106-5 and all
the AND gates connected to OR gate 106-5) can be
used for other purposes or can be unused. (Gates left
unused consume less power than gates being used.)

Referring to FIGS. 44, 4¢, and 4p, it is seen that each
of OR gate logic circuits 108-1 through 108-10 includes
a 4-input OR gate such as OR gate 114-1, and two 2
input OR gates such as OR gates 116-1 and 118-1. OR
gates 116-1 and 118-1 are coupled to an exclusive OR
gate 120-1. Either OR gate 114-1 or exclusive OR gates
120-1 can be selected in response to system design re-
quirements to generate an output term which is pro-
grammably coupled to output pin O1. This output term
can be presented directly to an inverter 122-1 to provide
an inverted signal to output pin Oy, the output term can
be inverted by inverter 124-1 and then presented to
inverter 122-1 to provide a noninverted signal to output
pin Oy, the output term can be stored in flip flop 126-1
and then passed on to inverter 122-1, or the output term
can be inverted by inverter 124-1, stored in flip flop
126-1, and passed on to inverter 122-1, depending on
system design requirements. In addition, in accordance
with another novel feature of the invention, the output
term generated by OR gate logic circuit 108-1 can be
coupled to any of the four lines within bus 110 and
coupled to any of output pins O through O1o. This is
desirable, for example, when a customer has specified a
given pinout and the signal to be provided on pin O3
uses all of AND gates 102-6 through 102-19 (i.e., 14
AND gates) and the signal to be provided on output pin
O3 requires the same number of AND gates within
AND gates 102-1 through 102-66. Because of the novel
routing feature provided by bus 110, the signal to be
provided on output pin O3 can be generated in a differ-
ent part of the array, coupled to one of bus lines 110,
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and then presented to flip flop 126-3 or inverter 122-3
directly. Thus, bus 110 enables a system designer to
select his pinout independently of the use of gates
within PLA circuit 100. Although bus 110 includes only
four lines, in other embodiments bus 110 has a different
number of lines.

In accordance with yet another novel feature of the
invention, it is seen that PLA circuit 100 receives a
signal CLK which is inverted and used to clock flip
flops 126-1 through 126-10 via a line 128. However,
signal CLK can also be used to generate an input signal
for AND gates 102-1 to 102-66 by programmably pro-
viding signal CLK to one of the lines within lines .1
through 142, e.g., lines L3 and L4 via a buffer 30-1. If
that is done, and it is desired to use the output signal on
pin O1 to generate another one of the signals for lines L1
through L42, output pin O1 can be programmably cou-
pled to a buffer 30-2 which drives two of the lines
within lines L1 through L42. Thus, by selectively pro-
grammably coupling each output pin O to O1pto one of
two buffers, each buffer driving two of lines L1 through
142, it is possible to use both signal CLK and any nine
of the output signals at pins O; to Ojg as product term
input signals. Buffers 30-1 through 30-10 are also pro-
grammably coupled to receive the Q output signal of
associated flip flops 126-1 through 126-10.

Similarly, it is seen in FIG. 4f that pin 31 (normally
vsed to provide a programmable three state control
signal for buffers 122-1 through 122-10) can also be used
to drive two of the lines L1 through L42 via buffer
30-10. If that is to be the case, the signal present at
output pin Oggcan be selectively coupled to buffer 30-9
and the output signal at pin Og can be coupled to buffer
30-8 and so on.

PLA circuit 100 includes a line 32 coupled to pin INg.
Line 32, shown in FIGS. 4¢ and 4f is coupled to input
lead PL of flip flops 126-1 through 126-10 via a zener
diode Z. Thus, when the signal at lead 32 reaches a
predetermined zener breakdown voltage (for example,
12 volts), a preload signal is presented to input lead PL
of each of flip flops 126-1 to 126-10 which causes flip
flops 126-1 through 126-10 to store the value present at
pins O through Ojq, respectively. In this way the flip
flops 126-1 to 126-10 can be preset to known states.
Zener diode Z prevents flip flops 126-1 to 126-10 from
storing data present at pins O1 to Oy in response to a
high signal at pin INj that is less than its zener break-
down voltage. Pin INg is also used to provide an input
signal to buffer B¢ which responds to signals having
conventional TTL voltage levels. Because of the pres-
ence of zener diode Z, a single pin can be used to pro-
vide an input signal to buffer By that is distinguishable
from a preload signal. '

It is also noted that PLA circuit 110 includes a set of
lines 134-1 through 134-10, each programmably cou-
pled to the three state control line of buffers 122-1
through 122-10, respectively. Therefore, the signals on
lines 134-1 through 134-10 are an alternative means for
controlling buffers 122-1 to 122-10. Line 134-1 is pro-
grammably electrically coupled to the output leads of
AND gates 104-4 through 104-9. Lines 134-2 through
134-10 are similarly coupled. Therefore, each of three
state buffers 122-1 to 122-10 can be selectively con-
trolled by an associated product term output signal. It is
also noted that the three state control lines for each of
buffers 122-1 through 122-10can also be programmably
connected to ground or VCC to force buffers 122-1 to
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122-10 into a high or low impedance mode in response
to system design requirements.

While the invention has been taught with specific
reference to one embodiment, those skilled in the art
will recognize that, changes can be made in form and
detail without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. For example, instead of bus 110 being pro-
grammably coupled to the input lead of flip flops 126-1
to 126-19, bus 110 can be programmably coupled to the
output lead of flip flops 126-1 to 126-16. Accordingly,
all such changes come within the scope of the present
invention.

We claim:

1. A PLA comprising:

n lines for communicating n input signals, where n is

an integer;

a first plurality of AND gates, each AND gate within
said first plurality of AND gates having m input
leads, where m is an integer and m<n, each input
lead being programmably electrically coupled to
said n lines;

a second plurality of AND gates, each AND gate
within said second plurality of AND gates having
a plurality of input leads, each input lead being
programmably electrically coupled o an output
lead of an AND gate within said first plurality of
AND gates;

a first plurality of OR gates, each OR gate within said
first plurality of OR gates having a plurality of
input leads, each input lead being programmably
electrically coupled to an associated output lead of
an AND gate within said second plurality of AND
gates; and

a second plurality of OR gates, each OR gate within
said second plurality of OR gates having a plurality
of input leads programmably electrically coupled
to an associated output lead of an OR gate within
said first plurality of OR gates, each OR gate
within said second plurality of OR gates providing
an output signal.

2. A PLA comprising:

A first plurality of lines for communicating input
signals;

first means electrically coupled to said first plurality
of lines for providing a plurality of intermediate
signals corresponding to the logical product of
some of said input signals;

a second plurality of lines;

second means electrically coupled to said first means
and said second plurality of lines for generating a
plurality of output signals corresponding to the
logical sum of some of said intermediate signals,
each of said output signals being communicated on
an associated line within said second plurality of
lines;

a plurality of output terminals;

a third plurality of lines, each output terminal being
programmably electrically coupled to each line
within said third plurality of lines, each line within
said third plurality of lines being programmably
electrically coupled to said second plurality of
lines; and

a plurality of flip flops, each having an output lead
programmably electrically coupled to an associ-
ated one of said output terminals, each flip flop
having an input lead programmably electrically
coupled to each of said lines within said third plu-
rality of lines, each flip flop input lead also being
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programmably electrically coupled to said second
means to receive an associated output signal within
said plurality of output signals.

3. The PLA of claim 2 further comprising a buffer for
providing one of said input signals, said buffer having an
input lead programmably electrically coupled to at least
two of said output terminals and an output lead electri-
cally coupled to one of the lines within said first plural-
ity of lines.

4. The PLA of claim 2 further comprising:

an input terminal for receiving an additional input
signal; and

a buffer having an input lead programmably electri-
cally coupled to said input terminal and program-
mably electrically coupled to one of said output
terminals, said buffer providing at least one of said
input signals.

5. The PLA of claim 4 wherein each of said flip flops
include a clock input lead coupled to said input termi-
nal.

6. The PLA of claim 4 wherein each of said lines
within said second plurality of lines is programmably
electrically coupled to an associated three-state buffer,
each associated three-state buffer having an output lead
programmably electrically coupled to an associated
output terminal, each associated three-state buffer hav-
ing a three-state control line coupled to said input termi-
nal.

7. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines for communicating input

signals;

a plurality of intermediate signal lines;

means electrically coupled to said plurality of input
lines and said plurality of intermediate signal lines
for providing a plurality of intermediate signals
corresponding to the logical product of some of
said input signals, each intermediate signal being
communicated on an associated one of said inter-
mediate signal lines;

a first plurality of OR gates, each OR gate within said
first plurality of OR gates having an input lead
coupled to one of said intermediate signal lines,
each OR gate within said first plurality of OR gates
having an output lead; and

a second plurality of OR gates, each OR gate within
said second plurality of OR gates having a plurality
of input leads, each input lead within said plurality
of input leads being coupled to the output lead of
one of said OR gates within said first plurality of
OR gates, each OR gate within said second plural-
ity of OR gates providing an output signal.

8. The PLA of claim 7 wherein the output lead of
each OR gate within said first plurality of OR gates is
coupled to the input leads of at least two OR gates
within said second plurality of OR gates.

9. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines for communicating input

signals;

a plurality of intermediate signal lines;

means electrically coupled to said plurality of input
lines and said plurality of intermediate signal lines
for providing a plurality of intermediate signals
corresponding to the logical product of some of
said input signals, each intermediate signal being
communicated on an associated one of said inter-
mediate signal lines;

a first plurality of OR gates, each OR gate within said
first plurality of OR gates having an input lead
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programmably electrically coupled to one of said
intermediate signal lines, each OR gate within said
first plurality of OR gates having an output lead;
and

a second plurality of OR gates, each OR gate within
said second plurality of OR gates having a plurality
of input leads, each input lead within said plurality
of input leads being programmably electrically
coupled to the output lead of one of said OR gates
within said first plurality of OR gates, each OR
gate within said second plurality of OR gates pro-
viding an output signal.

10. The PLA of claim 9 wherein the output lead of
each OR gate within said first plurality of OR gates is
programmably electrically coupled to the input leads of
at least two OR gates within said second plurality of OR
gates.

1i. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines for communicating input
signals;

first means electrically coupled to said plurality of
input lines for providing a plurality of intermediate
signals corresponding to the logical product of
some of said input signals;

second means electrically coupled to said first means
for providing a set of output signals corresponding
to the logical sum of some of said intermediate
signals;

a plurality of output terminals coupled to said second
means, said plurality of output terminals receiving
said output signals; and

wherein at least one input line within said plurality of
input lines is programmably electrically coupled to
two of said output terminals.

12. The PLA of claim 11 further comprising:

a plurality of flip flops, each flip flop being coupled to
said second means, each flip flop within said plural-
ity of flip flops for storing an associated one of said
output signals, each flip flop being coupled to one
of said output terminals, at least one of said flip
flops being programmably electrically coupled to
provide the logical inverse of said stored signal to
said one input line.

13. The PLA of claim 11 wherein said plurality of
input lines includes a group of input lines, each input
line within said group being programmably electrically
coupled to two associated ones of said output terminals.

14. The PLA of claim 11 wherein the programmable
electrical coupling between said at least one input line
and said two output terminals is configured so that said
one input line is electrically connected to one of said
two output terminals and disconnected from the other
of said two output terminals.

15. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines for communicating input

signals;

first means electrically coupled to said plurality of
input lines for providing a plurality of intermediate
signals corresponding to the logical product of
some of said input signals;

second means electrically coupled to said first means
for providing a plurality of output signals corre-
sponding to the logical sum of some of said inter-
mediate signals;

an input terminal;

a three state buffer having an input lead coupled to
receive one of said output signals, said buffer hav-
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10
ing a three state control line coupled to said input
terminal,

and wherein one of said input lines is programmably

electrically coupled to said input terminal, said one
input line also being programmably electrically
coupled to receive one of said output signals.

16. The PLA of claim 15 wherein said one input line
is programmably electrically coupled such that said one
input line receives either said one output signal or the
signal present at said input terminal.

17. The PLA of claim 15 further comprising a plural-
ity of three state buffers, each of said three state buffers
within said plurality having an input lead coupled to
receive one of said output signals, each three state
buffer within said plurality of three state buffers having
a three state control line coupled to said input terminal.
18. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines for communicating input
signals;

first means electrically coupled to said plurality of
input lines for providing a plurality of intermediate
signals corresponding to the logical product of
some of said input signals;

second means electrically coupled to said first means
for providing a plurality of output signals corre-
sponding to the logical sum of some said intermedi-
ate signals;

an input terminal;

a three state buffer having an input lead programma-
bly electrically coupled to receive one of said out-
put signals, said buffer having a three state control
line programmably electrically coupled to said
input terminal,

and wherein at least one of said input lines is pro-
grammably electrically coupled to said input termi-
nal, said one input line also being programmably
electrically coupled to receive one of said output
signals.

19. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines for communicating input
signals;

first means electrically coupled to said plurality of
input lines for providing a plurality of intermediate
signals corresponding to the logical product of
some of said input signals;

second means electrically coupled to said first means
for providing a plurality of output signals corre-
sponding to the logical sum of some of said inter-
mediate signals;

an input terminal;

a flip flop coupled to store one of said output signals,
said flip flop having a clock input lead coupled to
said input terminal,

and wherein one of said input lines is programmably
electrically coupled to said input terminal, said one
input line also being programmably electrically
coupled to receive one of said output signals.

20. The PLA of claim 19 further comprising a plural-

ity of flip flops coupled to store an associated one of said

output signals, each flip flop within said plurality hav-
ing a clock input lead coupled to said input terminal.

21. The PLA of claim 19 wherein said one input line
is programmably electrically coupled such that said one
input line receives either the signal at said input terminal
or said one output signal.

22. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines’ for communicating input

signals;
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first means electrically coupled to said plurality of
input lines for providing a plurality of intermediate
signals corresponding to the logical product of
some of said input signals;

second means electrically coupled to said first means
for providing a plurality of output signals corre-
sponding to the logical sum of some of said inter-
mediate signals;

an input terminal;

a flip flop programmably electrically coupled to store
one of said output signals, said flip flop having a
clock input lead coupled to said input terminal,

and wherein one of said input lines is programmably
electrically coupled to said input terminal, said one
input line also being programmably electrically
coupled to receive one of said output signals.

23. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines for communicating input
signals;

first means electrically coupled to said plurality of
input lines for providing a plurality of intermediate
signals corresponding to the logical product of
some of said input signals;

second means electrically coupled to said first means
for providing a plurality of output signals corre-
sponding to the logical sum of some of said inter-
mediate signals;

a plurality of output terminals electrically coupled to
said second means, each output terminal communi-
cating an associated one of said output signals; and

wherein at least one output terminal within said plu-
rality of output terminals is independently pro-
grammably electrically coupled to two of said
input lines within said plurality of input lines.

24. A PLA comprising:

first means for providing a plurality of input signals;

a group of AND gates having input leads electricaily
coupled to said first means for providing a plurality
of intermediate signals corresponding to the logical
product of some of said input signals, each AND
gate having an output lead, each intermediate sig-
nal being provided on the output lead of an associ-
ated one of said AND gates;

second means electrically coupled to the output leads
of said group of AND gates for providing a plural-
ity of output signals corresponding to the logical
sum of some of said intermediate signals; and

a three state buffer having a buffer input lead coupled
to receive one of said output signals from said sec-
ond means and a three staie control line program-
mably electrically coupled to the output leads of a
plurality of AND gates within said group of AND
gates.

25. The PLA of claim 24 wherein the programmable
electrical coupling between said three state control lead
and the output leads of said plurality of AND gates is
configured so that said three state control lead is con-
nected to the output lead of one of the AND gates
within said plurality and disconnected from the output
leads of the other AND gates within said plurality.

26. A PLA comprising:

first means for providing a plurality of input signals;

a group of AND gates having input leads electrically
coupled to said first means for providing a plurality
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12
of intermediate signals corresponding to the logical
product of some of said input signals, each AND
gate within said group of AND gates having an
output lead, each intermediate signal being pro-
vided on the output lead of an associated one of
said AND gates;

second means electrically coupled to the output leads
of said group of AND gates for providing a plural-
ity of output signals corresponding to the logical
sum of some of said intermediate signals; and

a three state buffer having a buffer input lead coupled
to receive one of said output signals from said sec-
ond means and a three state control line coupled to
receive one of said intermediate signals so that said
one intermediate signal is used to generate one of
said output signals and to control said three state
buffer.

27. A PLA comprising:

first means for providing a plurality of input signals;

a group of AND gates electrically coupled to receive
said plurality of input signals from said first means
for providing a plurality of intermediate signals
corresponding to the logical product of some of
said input signals, each AND gate having an output
lead, each intermediate signal being provided on
the output lead of an associated one of said AND
gates;

second means electrically coupled to receive said
plurality of intermediate signals for providing a
plurality of output signals corresponding to the
logical sum of some of said intermediate signals;
and

a three state buffer, having a buffer input lead cou-
pled to receive one of said output signals from said
second means and having a three state control line
programmably electrically coupled to one of said
AND gates, said one AND gate also being pro-
grammably electrically coupled to said second
means, said one AND gate providing one of said
intermediate signals.

28. A PLA comprising:

a plurality of input lines, each line communicating an
input signal;

an array of AND gates, each AND gate including a
plurality of input leads programmably electricaily
coupled to said input lines, each AND gate having
an output lead;

a plurality of OR gates having a plurality of OR gate
input leads, each OR gate input lead being electri-
cally coupled to the output lead of an associated
one of said AND gates, each OR gate providing an
OR gate output signal on an OR gate output lead;

a plurality of output terminals; and

means for programmably electrically coupling at
least one of said OR gate output leads to each of
said output terminals.

29. The PLA of claim 28 wherein said means for
programmably electrically coupling comprises a plural-
ity of lines, each output terminal being programmably
electrically coupled to each line within said plurality of
lines, each line within said plurality of lines being pro-
grammably electrically coupled to the OR gate output
lead of each OR gate within said plurality of OR gates.
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